Preliminary pharmacobiological study of new steroidal sapogenins.
The chemotherapeutic study of a limited series of steroidal sapogenins from several endemic species of the flora of the Canary Islands is presented here. On the whole, they possess a very weak antibacterial activity, a slight antifungal effect and one of them, vespertilin, displays interesting cytostatic activity (ID50 = 5 micrograms/ml). A pharmacodynamic screening carried out on this product mainly revealed very slight toxicity, antihistaminic activity and a light tranquilizing effect. The data obtained justify further research.